





 ‘THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO’






  Literary Element:  Point of View
Purpose Statement:  As you read, consider how Montresor’s family motto, “Nemo me impune lacessit,” (p.90 footnote), echoes the point of view of this story.

     Make flashcards for these vocabulary words.
	preclude
	explicit
	sconces
	impunity

	fettered
	repose
	implore
	accost

	motley
	flagon
	flambeaux
	connoisseurship

	rapier
	niter
	Amontillado
	immolation


Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was orphaned at two years old and “taken in” by a childless couple who never formally adopted him, but sent him to the finest schools. He dropped out of his freshman year in college after accumulating large gambling debts. After two years of ill-suited military training he was court-martialed and expelled from West Point. Poe’s gift for writing allowed him to get back on his feet by selling short stories to magazines. After Poe moved in with his aunt and twelve-year-old cousin, Virginia, she became his wife at age thirteen.  After eleven years together, Poe acquired some sizable fame from his writing and editing, but Virginia’s death from tuberculosis sent Poe into a struggle with depression and alcohol.  Poe is remembered as one of the first American writers to become a major figure in world literature. His stories and poetry are known as much for their structure and style as they are for the tales they tell.

Freemasonry (The Masonic Lodge, The Masons)


Freemasonry today is the oldest and the largest fraternal order in the world. It originated in the middle ages in the unions and guilds of stone masons who crafted magnificent cathedrals and palaces. These skilled builders were committed to high standards of moral and ethical behavior. Over time, they admitted men of prominence in society who were not craftsmen, but instead stood for the fraternity’s values of service to God, fellowman, and country.

CREATIVE MOVIE POSTER ~~ an advertiser’s point of view
As you listen to “The Cask of Amontillado,” picture in your mind one specific moment that would make a compelling poster that an advertiser might use to entice people to see the film. On a ½ sheet of poster board, create a persuasive ad for this movie that includes its author and title. Be creative in your interpretation, and no drinking scenes, please. 
Due on __________________________________. 

